CHAPTER  II

AT home meantime the rest of the family were
growing up. The Prince of Wales, in the
pangs of unmitigated education, had been sent for
a winter to Rome under the care of General Bruce,
and, on his return to England he was placed at
Edinburgh University to fill up in study the months
of the deplorably long vacation, before he went to
Oxford. " Never relax " was Stockmar's advice to
his father and the Prince applied it to his son as
rigorously as to himself, but it was disappointing
to find that perpetual cramming and invigilation
bred in him no love of books nor instinct of self-
discipline. He was eighteen now and a bride must
soon be sought for him. His father had already
cast his eye over the Protestant Royal Families of
Europe and with the assistance of Uncle Leopold
drew up a list of seven eligible Princesses, to be further
enquired into.

Next to him, eighteen months younger, was the
second daughter Alice, She was sixteen years old in
April, 1859, and was confirmed just before her birth-
day. According to the formidable Coburg ritual she
had first to pass a viva voce examination, conducted
by the Archbishop of Canterbury in the presence
of her parents and her governess Miss Hildyard.
Since Princess Frederick's marriage she had been
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